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PROCEEDI NGS

(2: 05 p.m)
MR. TYRRELL: 1|'ve turned on ny tape
recorder. It is 0704 Eastern Standard Ti ne on

Tuesday, February, the 20th, and I'mtalking to M.
John Hal .

M. Hall, 1 was wondering if you could
start by explaining to me how this trip was arranged
in the first place.

MR. HALL: The trip was arranged, started
in March of 2000. | was involved with a conpany
that originally was going to organize a golf
tournanment with the USS M ssouri. It involved the
Navy League.

The net effect of all of that is, to make a
|l ong story short, the Navy League wasn't able to get
everything organized |ike they had told us they were
going to do. And the golf tournament just couldn't
be organized in the short time it needed to be done.

It was supposed to have happened in January
of this year, and they just couldn't organize it.

And so it was scuttled, or canceled and was stopped.

And we started again this year where we had
enough time to do it.
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Based on that, my association in neeting
t hose people at the M ssouri and subsequently,
that's how | got on -- that's how | got the
opportunity to organize the sub ride.

EXAMI NATI ON

BY MR. TYRRELL:

Q How does one go about actually organizing
one of these visits?

A Well, in ny case, while we were there
touring the M ssouri and having dinner with those
peopl e and di scussing the golf tournanent, you know,
| found out.

"' m not sure exactly how I found out but |
found out that you could, in fact, visit either
surface ships or submarines and that there were
civilians that were all owed on these trips.

And so based on that, | said that would be
great. That would be an opportunity of a life tine.

|"d love to work on that.

So, over the course of the year, when we
started the golf tournament and then when it was
cancel ed, you know, we just kept |obbying that we'd
like to be able to do this.

Q And who in the Navy would be --

A Well, in ny case, that contact was M ckey
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Nol an. Ckay? His contact was Adm ral Mackey.

Q Adm ral Mackey?

A But | didn't have direct contact with
Adm ral Mackey so much as -- I've only nmet him
twice. It was primarily M ckey Nolan initially and

then | think he had discussions with Adm ral Mackey.

And Adm ral Mackey, I'mtold now, organized
the trip.
Q Ckay. And M. Nolan lives in Honol ul u?
A That's correct.
Q And so he was close to where --
A Well, he was involved in the golf

t our nanment .

Q Oh, okay.

A And the golf tournament subsequently
didn't go off for the reasons | stated.

Q Ckay. When you were planning the trip, did
the Navy give any -- oh, | don't know -- did they
put any restrictions on it during the planning
process? On what you could do and not do?

O, did they tell you anything about what
types of things would be avail able during the trip?

A No. What the Navy said, the Navy issued
us a one or two-page letter, told you the kind of
clothing to wear, what was allowed and what wasn't
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al | oned.

|'"d have to find that piece of paper.

Pi ctures couldn't be allowed unless the Captain
approved them They wouldn't allow -- he had a
certain kind of clothing to wear.

They didn't -- it was a preferable type of
clothing to wear.

They stated that it was possible the
submari ne may have to go on an active duty phase,
and you may have to be retrieved and sent back to
port on a surface ship, if the sub didn't come back
on its own, for instance.

And they wouldn't tell you whether that was
t he case or not, | assunme, for security. They
woul dn't want you to know whet her the sub was going
out or com ng back.

And there was a, like | said, a one-page

list that kind of laid out all the different things.

Q I f you can find that and you can send ne a
copy, |I'd be very appreciative.
A Al right, sir, I'Il |ook.

Q Al right.

A | may have it. | may not have it. But,
"1l be happy to | ook.

Q | appreciate it.
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A But, that was in -- that was issued by the
-- was it the subpack?

Q Ri ght. Okay.

A | got that a week ahead of tine.

Q | see. Did they ever put any restrictions

on the nunmber of people in the group?

A No. Not as | recall, although I think we
were probably reaching their upper limts, that they
probably -- there was never actually any di scussion

of how many could and how coul dn't.

| n our group, we thought it was 14 going
originally, and I'm sure you' re aware that the
Cl arys were not part of our original group.

Q Right. R ght. WelIl, when they knew t hat
you had a group of fourteen, did the Navy coment in
any way about the number of people in the group?

A No, sir.

MR. TYRRELL: | was wondering now if you
could think back to the norning that you went on the
trip. And if you could just give ne a running
narrative of what you did and what you saw, what you
heard t hroughout the day, starting with when you
arrived at the subbase in Pearl Harbor

MR. HALL: We arrived at the sub-base full
of anticipation for an opportunity of a lifetine.
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We were nmet by the Captain, the XO and the Chief in
t he boat, and it was docked there in Pearl Harbor.
They explained to us that this would be a
great day and that they were going to do sone
training mssions that day, and that they were happy

to have us aboard. And they wanted us to engage

their crew in, you know, don't just be -- be happy
to talk to anybody in the crew. The crewwll talk
to you.

And it was going to be a nice day that day.
It was sunny when we |left, actually. | don't think
it changed, the weather, changed later in the day,
al t hough when you're in a submarine, you don't
really realize that, or you don't know.

MR. TYRRELL: That's true.

MR. HALL: But, it started out a nice,
sunny norning, at |east when we went out.

We left -- we all came aboard, went down
t he back hatch, went to the crew ness. And were
briefed by the Captain, the XO on what we could do
and what we couldn't do in the boat.

We had two junior officers but senior on
the boat that would | ead tours. W broke us up into
two groups. And going out, they would | ead tours.

Everybody had the opportunity | think that
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wanted to to go up to the conning tower on the way
out, which was quite a thrill, actually. That's
what you really think about when you think about
submarines is that submari ne going out and you're on
t he conning tower.

It was pretty inpressive.

MR. TYRRELL.: "1l bet it was.

MR. HALL: At any rate, we didn't go
anywhere on that boat but what you didn't have
sonebody with you, an officer.

And we went to, froma tour standpoint on
the way out, we went to everywhere they' d | et us go.

We couldn't go anywhere after the crew nmess because
that's where their propul sion system and engi neeri ng
i S.

And so the crew ness, went to the officers’
ward room saw the officers' quarters, the crew
gquarters, saw the torpedo room W saw the sonar
room We saw the control room

Those are the areas that we were allowed to
go.

MR. TYRRELL.: Ckay.

MR. HALL: And during the day -- and as you
went to these different places, they had sailors
t here who expl ai ned what they did.
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And we had di scussions. You were allowed
to ask any questions. In this one piece of paper
t hat was sent out by the mlitary, or the Navy, it
said that if you asked a question and you don't get
an answer, don't be offended. |It's just because
they don't choose to answer that question.

It either has sonething to do that's
classified or they don't care to have you know.

And that was pretty evident because as you
get to these different places and you ask questions
and, you know, if it was not sonething they wanted
to tell you, instead of not answering, they just
said, "l can't answer that question.”

| nmust tell you, this Captain and the
Officer group and the crew was highly-notivated,
nost very professional. Unbelievable... you've got
young guys and you' ve got m ddl e-aged guys and
you've got even a few older guys. The ol der guys
bei ng probably not nuch past forty. That's old for
the mlitary, | think.

But, really, a very professional group
Ki nd of on point nost of the time that | ever, |
mean, in ny discussions with every one of them they
coul dn't have been nicer and nore accommodating to
us.
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We -- they didn't, for instance, in the
control room you couldn't |ook -- you know, they
didn't want you dealing with -- they would just give
you paraneters as far as saying how fast they coul d
go, how deep they could go.

They woul d say, for instance, "not nore
than 800 feet" or "not faster than twenty knots."

You know, you get the inpression they could

do nore than that but they' re not going to tell you

t hat .

So they were very informative as they went
about their business. It was al ways business first
but they were very informative. |If you asked a

question, they would do their best to answer it.

And the tour was, you know, quite frankly,
the tours were fairly easy. | nean a subnmarine is a
very tight place.

Have you been in a submarine?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes. | have.

MR. HALL: You know, when you go, you know,
and the sailors are always novi ng around doing al
kinds of things. They're always going about their
busi ness. You know, and as you go through a
passage, you have to turn sideways to get through
t hem
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MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: | nmean it is by its nature a
tight, conpact place.

MR. TYRRELL: When you were going on the
tour, was that about the time that the submarine
first submerged?

MR. HALL: That's correct. | nean as it
was going out. Renmenber, | said we got in the
crew s ness and they said:

"Well, we're going to divide you up into
two groups and you each have an officer and he'l
take you around to the different stations. And
you' Il discuss in each different station with the
seaman or officers who are there,” which is what
t hey did.

So we had an escort, a babysitter, if you
like. And as we went to each one of these stations,
whoever was on station or on watch, if you had
questions, they'd answer them

MR. TYRRELL: Were you in the control room
when t hey submerged?

MR. HALL: No, | was actually on the
conning tower. | was one of the |ast ones to cone
down.

MR. TYRRELL: Oh, okay.
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MR. HALL: | don't think I was with the
| ast group but I was one of the last. | was in the
crew ness probably when we subnerged because | cane
down and went straight to the crew. ..

MR. TYRRELL: | see. | see. \When you went
into the sonar room can you describe for ne what
you did there?

VWhen you went into the sonar room can you
descri be for ne what you did there and how | ong you
were there, and what they said to you?

MR. HALL: Probably, five to ten m nutes.
| don't know. It's hard to relate to tinme when
you're down there because, one, you're anticipating
| earning new stuff and this is a neat deal.

There were four nmen in the sonar room at
screens and one man sitting -- standi ng behind them

It was dark in that they were either -- |
don't renenber if they were running -- what col or
lights they were running, but | don't think they
were -- it mght have been a blue light, kind of.

And t hey explained to you how the sonar
works. Pretty dull to me but | sit there and listen
to that.

MR. TYRRELL: (Laughing).

MR. HALL: But, | nean they explain it and
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you watch it and I mean | don't know that | could
sit there for six hours on a watch and do what they
do.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: But, then they also had sone
tapes of going out, that the whales that they put
in, and say, "All right, here's what a whal e sounds
like."

They actually had sone tapes that woul d
gi ve you different sounds because | don't think
there was much in the area to listen to on the
exi sting sonar.

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. HALL: So they explained that. And I
don't think we stayed in the sonar room all that
| ong.

MR. TYRRELL: How many people were in your
group after they split you up?

MR. HALL: Well, uh, six or seven.

MR. TYRRELL: Were you all in the sonar
room toget her?

MR. HALL: No. You passed through. You
know, because the hallways, you can't put seven
people in one of these little roons |ike that at one
time, in the sonar room It isn't big enough to put
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seven in there.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay.

MR. HALL: So the first three or four go in
there. And then they, as they nove on to the next
area, then the next three or four come in there.

MR. TYRRELL: When you go into the control
room after the submarine was subnerged, did they
darken the room or did it have regul ar anbi ent
light?

| mean, not anbient |ight but --

MR. HALL: The first time | was in the
control room it was not dark.

MR. TYRRELL: It was not dark. Okay.

MR. HALL: and I'mnot sure | ever recal
it being dark. | recall the sonar room being dark
but | don't recall the control room being dark.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay. It just occurred to
me. |'ve talked to ten of the guests and | never
asked them whether the lights were on (Il aughing).

MR. HALL: No, | don't recall it being
dark, to be frank with you.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Now | understand that
it wasn't until after lunch that they started
putting the submari ne through these training
maneuvers?
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MR. HALL: | think that's probably true.
We had lunch at a pretty good depth. And I know at
t hat depth they wanted to retrieve sone water from
the torpedo tubes because we all got a bottle of
water tested to a certain depth.

And | think we had |unch and then | think
we started to do the different maneuvers.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Can you describe for
me how t he maneuvers -- what maneuvers were executed
and where the guests were, and that sort of thing?

MR. HALL: Well, you know, during the day,
as you took these tours, you got an opportunity to
ei ther be explained to or try certain things.

MR. TYRRELL.: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: Early on, | think everybody who
wanted to got an opportunity to sit at one of the
controls. Okay?

And | actually didn't do that because it
just didn't look that interesting to ne to sit there
and | ook at a dial and hold on to, you know, a
steering wheel. Okay?

MR. TYRRELL.: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: Because all you're really doing
is looking at a dial and a man sits, you know, a
Chi ef sits behind you who actually -- see, |
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under st and sonet hi ng about airpl anes.

So what they try to do is trimthis sub up
t he sanme way you trim an airplane up so that an
ai rpl ane goes through the air, a submarine goes
t hrough the water with the | east resistance.

MR. TYRRELL.: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: And it's not just one guy who
controls this. It's quite a few people who have to
be in sink in order to nake the sub go through that
water and do the things it needs to do as
efficiently as it needs to do it.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. HALL: | didn't actually ever sit at
the controls because it just didn't | ook that
appealing to ne. But, | think nost people in our
party at one time or another, early on before |unch,
had the opportunity to do that.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. HALL: When we started after |unch and
we started the certain different maneuvers, | know
we did sone -- he went into sonme high-speed
maneuvers. And | don't know that | really
under st and what he actually did other than I know we
did sone banking at 15, 20 or 25 degrees on both
ways. | know he did sonme high-speed turns
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under wat er .

And then we did this enmergency bl ow down to
the top. And then we were headed hone. Except we
didn't head hone.

MR. TYRRELL: Do you renemnmber when they
went to periscope depth?

MR. HALL: | do.

MR. TYRRELL: Can you describe that process
and where you were? \Where everybody el se was, if
you can renenber ?

MR. HALL: | can't describe where everybody
el se was. | can pretty -- | can describe where |
was.

MR. TYRRELL: All right.

MR. HALL: After we had done these
maneuvers, banki ng maneuvers and hi gh-speed turns --
because they were at a pretty good depth when he did
that -- he then said, "We're going to do this
enmer gency bl ow-down. "

And then he asked ne if 1'd |ike the honor
of pulling the two | evers for "“bal ance' picture.

And then so I'min the left in the -- have you been
in the control roonf

MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

MR. HALL: Okay, so you know you have the
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two steering colums and the Chief sits behind the
two steering colums, right?

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: And to the left of that is where
anot her seaman does -- there's nunmbers and gauges
there and switches and things. And that's where |
was, to the left of those.

| think I was up kind of towards the side
of the wall 90 degrees fromthose two driving
positions, are these two val ves.

And they're kind of high up on the panel.

So, when he told ne to do that, | noved
over and met this particular seaman and he started
explaining to me how this drill was going to go.

And he did it about three tines because |
want to make sure that it wasn't going to be any
kind of screw-up. | wanted to make sure | can do
what | was supposed to do.

And while he was explaining that to ne,
everybody el se was kind of getting organized,
meani ng the crew, the captain.

| mean, | wasn't paying a whole | ot of
attention to what was goi ng on other than, okay, ny
job is going to be this. You know, you're going to
hear three bells. And when you do that, you'll pul
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these -- they unlock these two |evers. You pul
t hem down. You have to count out loud for ten
seconds. And then you push them back up and | ock
t hem back into pl ace.

And then you sit down. That was ny
instructions. OCkay?

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. HALL: So we go to periscope depth.
There is an O ficer of the Watch. It happened to be

a guy naned Cohen, a younger guy, a young JG |

t hi nk.
And he makes a couple of turns. Doesn't
say a whole lot. Makes a couple of turns on the
peri scopes. And the Captain says, "I want to see.”
And he steps up and he takes a couple of
turns.
And he actually asks the periscope to go up
two feet. He just said, "Up two,"” is what his words

were, as | recall
And then he took a couple of nore turns.
Now there are flat screens in there but
where | sit, you don't really see them because |I'm
all the way to the left side of the submarine and
|'"'m you know, right there where all those switches,
gauges and dial s are.
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And, you know, you've got, well, you just
don't see it because they're not readily easy for
you to see at that point where you sit there.

But, you know, everybody else in our group
-- | won't specul ate, but everybody else in our
groups says "You can't see anything on those fl at
screens. "

| mean, you know, whatever they see in the
peri scope, you see.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. HALL: So then we go see -- | believe
he said "Let's go to 400." And so -- and the sub
actually goes down there quite quickly. |I'm anazed
at how this big, manmmoth thing noves pretty quick.

He goes to 400. He ran through a whole
bunch of checks, ne and the sailors, talking back to
him H magreeing or just, you know, acknow edgi ng
t hem

And then we started this procedure and
there were three bells, boom boom boom And then
the sailor next to nme said, "Okay." And | pulled
these two | evers out and | counted out loud to ten -

"A thousand one, thousand two, thousand three."

| really had to kind of yell it out. Put

the two | evers back in. The seaman said, "Sit
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down." And | sat down. And that submarine then
began to rise very quickly.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And can you carry on
with the narrative of what happened next?

MR. HALL: Well, that submarine cane out of
that water pretty quick. You don't have any w ndows
obvi ously so you can't see. But, the sensation for
me was, you know, you don't know when you're out of
the water until you start to feel that submarine
fall forward.

And, you know, the analogy | gave the other
day was like in an airliner when it |ands, then the
nose cones down and hits the runway.

MR. TYRRELL.: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: Well, it's the sanme way in that
sub. You know you're out of the water com ng down
because you can feel it starting to -- the sensation
of it going forward, you know.

And about the tine we had just started that
sensation to conme down, there was a | oud bang, a
| oud noi se. And the submarine shuddered, mnmeaning it
got shook.

And, uh, at that point, the Captain, he
said, "Jesus, what the hell was that?"

And he imediately, we're all sitting there
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kind of -- stunned is not the word because we don't
know. | mean we'd never done this before.

But, you knew sonet hing wasn't right,
especially when he said that. And he i mediately
turned and got on the periscope.

And it wasn't but a few seconds |ater that
he says, "We have hit the ship." And he naned it.
So he nust have been able to see the stern clearly
in the periscope.

And he said, "Wuld nmy guests go
i medi ately to the crew ness?”

And everybody just started getting out of
there. And the crew ness is not very -- it's down
one deck. But, you have to go forward about six,
eight, ten feet and you hit a stairwell and you go
down that stairwell. And you come back, you know,
ten feet and you're in the crew ness.

So we didn't take long to get to the crew
mess. And when we got to the -- | was one of the --
| was about probably the third or fourth person down
to the crew ness.

And there is a big, flat screen in the crew
mess. And when you went in there, you could
actually see the ship. And it was, by ny
estimations, | didn't think the ship was very big
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because it didn't -- there wasn't a whole lot of it
in the water, up sticking above the water.

If I had to guess -- and |I'mnot going to
guess, but that ship didn't |ook very big to ne.
But, you could clearly see it was a ship.

| didn't see any life rafts. | didn't see
anything like that. But, you could see the shinp.
And so, obviously, the periscope was follow ng the
ship because -- and we weren't in the crew nmess
twenty seconds as a group once we all got there,
when the seaman sai d:

"We need to nove you to the torpedo room
We need to convert this nmess over to a first aid
station."

MR. TYRRELL.: Okay.

MR. HALL: So, two seanen |led us all down
to the torpedo room And that's on the sane --
that's on the same level as the crew ness. So you
just have to go forward.

And it didn't take long to get us in there.

And, of course, we're all kind of shook because now
all of us as a group are standing in the torpedo
room And guys are going back and forth at a fast
pace, hurriedly. Gabbing all kinds of stuff.

And a lot of things were stored in the
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torpedo room There's extra roomthere -- a |lot of
first aid, a |lot of ropes, rope | adder gaffs, and
t hat kind of thing.

And we actually helped them The gaffs are
all lashed down so |I hel ped them unl ash sonme gaffs.
We hel ped to pass sone ropes over. W helped to
pass a | adder over because they had to craw up on

where the torpedoes sit on a rack.

And on the rack in-between there were no
t or pedoes. So that whol e rack was kind of barren.
But, down in-between there, you had to crawl up on
top of the rack to get that stuff out.

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. HALL: So we hel ped to pass it out.
And, periodically, officers would conme and go and
tell us what's going on. Plus, we can hear
everything on the intercom

MR. TYRRELL: Can you tell ne sone of the
things that you heard over the interconf

MR. HALL: Yes. | heard the captain cone
over the intercomnot very long after this happened
and we got in the torpedo room He told his crew
that they were trained to -- that there had been
this accident occurred, we had hit the ship and
there were life boats in the water and people in the
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l'ife boats.

He didn't see anybody in the water that
wasn't in a life boat. And they were trained for
this, to render assistance and for the crew to, even
t hough the adrenalin is punping, to slow down, think
what they're doing it and do it the proper way.

| remenber himsaying that. He then said -
- there were a | ot of announcenents, sonme by him
some by other crew officers, obviously.

There was sonme discussion. They evidently
-- and this is a little bit of speculation on ny
part. But, we were sitting down in the torpedo room
and we can't see anything or do anything, and only
what we hear.

| think they had, whoever was in the
conning tower was trying to conmunicate wi th whoever
was in the |life boat. They couldn't comrunicate.
They didn't know whet her they were Japanese or
Chi nese to begin with because the word cane down:

"Does anybody speak Japanese or Chi nese?"
Because they didn't know. And whoever was in those
life boats didn't speak any English.

So you find out later the captain is one of
those life boats and he didn't speak any Engli sh.

And | think then there was a discussion
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over that as they come down that they couldn't --
before | left the crew mess, which | hadn't been in
there twenty, thirty seconds -- nmaybe a m nute at
the nost, but it was about 20 plus seconds before we
all got down. And we couldn't have all been there
20 seconds before they herded us out as a group.

But, it took, you know, a good m nute,
m nute and a half to get everybody down there.

There was a diver ready to go-- if you go
past the officer's nmess going aft, that's where the
hatch is, about six to eight, ten feet.

| mean, not the officer but the crew ness.

That's where the hatch is. That's the hatch we
came in and out of.

And when we boarded and it was the hatch we
went out when we di senmbar ked.

And they had a diver there ready to go.

MR. TYRRELL: He was all decked out in the
scuba equi pnent ?

MR. HALL: He was ready to go. But, they
couldn't, you know, they couldn't |aunch him because
the seas were just too rough. |[If they'd opened that
hatch, they woul d have taken on water.

MR. TYRRELL: Did they make an announcenent
to that effect?
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MR. HALL: Yes, they did make an
announcenent, said, "You know, it's better if we
just, you know, follow these |life boats around and
make sure that we've rendered assistance.”

See, they never saw anybody in the water
who wasn't already in the |life boat. And they said:

"We'd just better follow them around until
we get Coast CGuard on here, or we're going to have
bi gger problens getting people trying to disenbark
themfromlife rafts and try to put them on the
boat . "

They were all about trying to figure out
how to render assistance. They had the nesses set
up for energencies. They had all the first aid kits
| ai d out.

The reason | know all this is when we
actually came back to the crew ness, their stuff was
everywhere. And they had to then start putting it
back to make roomin the crew ness.

| didn't see what they did in the ward
room but we were told earlier the ward room can be
set up for an operating room They obviously didn't
need it.

But, | think they tried to -- they had a
big rope ladder. | think they tried to put it over
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the conning tower, and it was just a problem

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. HALL: So they felt they couldn't
properly take the people out of the life boats
wi t hout getting them hurt nore. And it was better
off to just-- pardon ne?

MR. TYRRELL: Oh, I'msorry. | had to
clear nmy throat.

MR. HALL: | think they thought it was
better just to follow them around the submarine and
keep track of everybody until the Coast Guard got
t here.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. HALL: But they were all about, if they
coul d, rendering assistance.

Now had this been sonmewhere el se and they
weren't relatively close to shore, 1...

(BEG N TAPE 8, SIDE B:)

MR. TYRRELL: When you say the seas were
washi ng over the boat, you're saying they were
washi ng over the submarine?

MR. HALL: Yes. You see that when you see
all the pictures here.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MR. HALL: | couldn't tell it then but |
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see all the, you know, they show these submari nes
every dammed day. And all you have to do is see and
t he water washes right over the top of them

MR. TYRRELL: You're tal king about the film
they're showi ng on tel evision?

MR. HALL: Yes. Yes. Yes. You can see it
wash over.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: And that hatch is right aft of
t he conning tower.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: About ten feet, nmaybe.

MR. TYRRELL: Could you tell me sonething
about, if | could take you back to when you were in
the control room when they were -- after |unch.

Can you tell nme if people were noving
about ?

MR. HALL: During these maneuvers?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

MR. HALL: | think you picked a spot that
you weren't in anybody's way but, yet, you could
hang on to sonet hi ng.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. HALL: Because, you know, on these
maneuvers, you went at these angles. You did have
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to hang on.

MR. TYRRELL: But, you weren't told to
stand in a particular place? You picked a
conveni ent spot? Everybody?

MR. HALL: Well, the Captain was right in
front of the periscope and there's a console. In ny
particul ar case, there was a little junpseat in
front of that console and | sat on that junpseat.

And so everybody basically was behind ne.
But, earlier in the day -- there's plenty of roomin
that control room

| mean it's tight but there's plenty of
room | don't think I ever -- | don't think anybody
had a problemwi th enough room or places to stay and
stand in where you can see everything in addition to
the seanmen that were on duty there.

MR. TYRRELL: WAs there a |ot of talking
going on in the control roonf

MR. HALL: | don't think so. You know,
you're anticipating -- first of all, you don't know
what to say. And you're anticipating hearing what
they say. You want to hear what they say.

So | don't -- | don't recall any talking.

MR. TYRRELL: | understand that there was -
- | think his nanme was Captain Huger? He was |like a
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tour guide? Is that correct?

MR. HALL: He wasn't a tour guide. He was
the Chief of Staff for the Admral of the submarine.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: And he was aboard as our
[iaison.

MR. TYRRELL: Did he help arrange for the
visit?

MR. HALL: Not that |'m aware of.

MR. TYRRELL: 1Is it normal -- you probably
woul dn't know the answer to that.

Well, did he say that it was normal to have
such a high-ranking officer acconpany a tour?

MR. HALL: Well, he's | won't say only a
full bird colonel, but he is a full bird col onel.
You know, that | would consider that high-ranking.

He is a fornmer submarine commander. Wy he
was there, | don't know. But | think they do
probably send a representative out when they take
these tours. | nmean | assunme that. | don't know
that for sure.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay, but he hadn't been a
poi nt of contact before?

MR. HALL: | never net himuntil that
nor ni ng.
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MR. TYRRELL: O talked to himon the
phone?

MR. HALL: | never talked to himon the
phone until that norning.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. All right.

MR. HALL: Nice guy. He was nost of the
time after this accident happened, and a | ot of
times, he was the individual that would conme and
back to the torpedo roomand try to tell us what was
goi ng on.

| think they were concerned after this
acci dent happened that we were okay enotionally
because they kept -- he kept com ng back and forth
and saying, "lIs everybody all right? Anything |I can
get you?" You know.

And then he would tell us what he knew.
Because there was some -- what | didn't tell you,

t he one scenario, is when we were down that torpedo
room there was at one point that come across -- and
| assunme this is when the Coast Guard got on station
-- that somehow sonebody nust have comrmuni cated with
the crew because there was word come down one tinme

t hat :

"It looks like everybody who was on the
ship got out and they're in |lifeboats."
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And we were all elated and happy. And then
it couldn't have been ten m nutes nore and they cone
back and sai d:

"No, there was thirty-five on board,
there's only twenty-six in the |ifeboat. W're
m ssing nine."

And you just went right to, you know, your
enotions went straight down to the bottomthen.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght .

MR. HALL: So it was kind of a roller-
coaster ride in that regard for enotions.

We were, you know, in the -- when they were
trying to render assistance, we were basically
totally out of the way once we got to that torpedo
room

We | ater noved back into the officers ward
room As a group, we all sat in there. And pretty
much out of the way of everybody, as a group, which
was nore confortable for us because that torpedo
room basically, you're standing in an aisle.

There's not many places to sit down or get
of f your feet, you know.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. Okay. 1Is there
anything else that we haven't discussed that you
think I should know about ?
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MR. HALL: Well, | was trying to think.
Uh... no. I'msure I'll think of something when |I'm
not talking to you.

MR. TYRRELL: Well, if you do think of
sonething and it's inmportant, |'d appreciate it if
you woul d give ne a call

MR. HALL: | could tell you that the
Captain canme back and tal ked to us when we were in
the ward roomfor five mnutes maybe -- | won't say
ten. Five m nutes.

He told us that the accident happened and
t hat, you know, we were rendering assistance. |
don't think he cane and talked to us until all the
Japanese had been taken out of life raft and taken
back by the Coast Guard.

Then canme on and said, "We're detern ning
whet her we'l|l stay on site.”

Because at that point, you know, we figured
we'd be heading back in. | think that's when he
cane and told us that they were going to need to
stay out there and assist in the search and rescue.

It didn't make all our people too happy.
But, you know, this is a situation. You nake the
best of it and do what you have to do.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght .
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MR. HALL: So, as a group, we pretty well
stayed in the officers ward room They fed us. |
mean there wasn't nuch for us to do. W just played
cards.

And, | ater on, they found an area for us to
get in the bunks. But that submarine popping around
like a cork on the water was not real confortable.

MR. TYRRELL: [|'IIl bet.

MR. HALL: Because it's not made to do
t hat .

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: Those seas are rough enough.

You know, at that point, the people who hadn't taken
any seasickness tablets, we all took them because we
t hought we were going to be popping around there for
a long tine.

MR. TYRRELL: Did the Captain ever say why
t he acci dent happened? Did he give any kind of
expl anation to you?

MR, HALL: No.

MR. TYRRELL: No?

MR. HALL: He did -- he did -- that norning
on our way in, which is 8:30 or 9 o'clock in the
norning, | remenmber himcomng into the, because few
of us, we all stayed up as late as we coul d.
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| mean tinme goes really slowin a situation
like that. You're all in a small roomand there's
not nmuch you can do and there was a point where he
came in that norning, that Saturday norning, and
sai d:

"Listen, this is an international incident.

It's a tragedy and | don't know what's going to
happen here. But, | will tell you that you need to
just tell the truth, not enmbellish the truth. If
you don't know sonet hing, don't say sonething or
don't think what you think happened. Only say what
you saw and what actually happened. And, tell the
truth.”

He said he'd enjoyed having us on. | nean
he couldn't have been nore professional, quite
frankly. He couldn't have been nore nice and
accommodating. | nmean he had unbelievable grief and
sorrow. You could see it.

He was, you know, and the crew took on a
deneanor of being shook up, too. They went about
t heir business but nobody -- they didn't tal k about
it. | mean they were all -- they all knew that this
was going to be sonme kind of major problem

And that norning, | had breakfast and | sat
in the crews ness with the Chief and he said:
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"You know, | amstill pinching nyself. |
don't believe this happened. | don't believe we hit
that -- | don't believe this happened.”

The crew just couldn't believe this
actual ly happened.
MR. TYRRELL: Did any of the crew that you

tal ked to make any comment about why it happened?

MR. HALL: No. | don't think there was
anybody even made a -- there was not discussion, at
| east anongst us or around us. | don't know what

t hey did anongst thensel ves.

But | can tell you we had an officer with
us the whole tinme, even when we were in the ward
room

We weren't there sitting there by
ourselves. We had a young officer the entire tine.

Qur babysitter, basically, is all.

And he couldn't have been nore
accommodati ng, a nice guy. But, you know, they al
knew that this is not supposed to happen. Okay?

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: And of course they're in the
Navy. They understand these things a | ot nore than
we under st ood.

It's the last thing we expected to happen.
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| can assure you of that.

MR. TYRRELL: We had received a report from
sonebody that al cohol had been served to the guests
on the submarine. Can you --?

MR. HALL: | w sh.

MR. TYRRELL: (Laughing).

MR. HALL: | could tell you that issue cane
up when we were sitting in the ward roomthere after
about four or five hours. And, God, could we use a
dri nk.

And | renmenber asking this officer
babysitter and he said, "There's no al cohol on board
this ship. Not allowed."

There was no al cohol -- of any type. But,
boy, could we have used a drink after sitting in
t hat ward room for hours.

Because | remenber us all kind of saying,
"Could we have a drink?" Because we were playing
cards. And, well, that's absolutely false.

MR. TYRRELL: AlIl right, then. | think
we' ve covered everything. And | really appreciate
you getting up early to talk to nme today.

MR. HALL: Well, that's fine. | gave --
did M. Clary call you yesterday?

MR. TYRRELL: No, | haven't --

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

40

MR. HALL: He talked to nme yesterday and |

told himyou were trying to get a hold of him

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. HALL: | gave himyour

nunmber .

He said that he was driving through

Washi ngton today. You'll probably get a cal

hi m t oday.

MR. TYRRELL: Great.

MR. HALL: I think he's headed hone.

And hi s phone doesn't work

real well

from

because it's getting jammed. And | gave hi myour

nunmber, and |I'm sure he's going to call you.

MR. TYRRELL: That woul d be great

was cal ling himyesterday.

MR. HALL: You won't get through.

MR. TYRRELL: No, it was just continually

busy, you know, every time | call ed.

because |

MR. HALL: He said it's broke, basically.

MR. TYRRELL: | thought maybe he had taken
t he phone off the hook, you know.

MR. HALL: He's not hone. He was in
Florida and he was driving to -- | think he lives in
Massachusetts.

MR. TYRRELL: ©h, okay.

MR. HALL: But, | did give himyour name
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and nunber and told himyou were trying to get a
hol d of him

MR. TYRRELL: Well, | appreciate that.

Let me give you ny mailing address so that
if you find that letter fromthe Navy, you'll be
able to mail a copy to ne.

MR. HALL: Yes, sir.

MR. TYRRELL: |It's the National
Transportation Safety Board, O fice of Marine
Safety, 490 L' Enfant Plaza East, Washington, D.C.
Zi p code 20594.

MR. HALL: Okay.

MR. TYRRELL: And | really appreciate it.

MR. HALL: I'Ill look for it.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay. Well once again, thank
you very nuch

MR. HALL: Thank you, sir.

MR. TYRRELL: AlIl right, bye-bye.

( TAPE CONCLUDED. )
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